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Circle
to

ell
ipse

pencil

Tracing paper

scissors

compassruler

draw a 7-cm
Radius circle
on a tracing
paper.

1

7 cm

cut circle.2

mark centre 'c'
AND point 'x'
about 2-cm
from the centre.

3 fold a chord
such that edge
of THE circle
falls on 'x'.

4

keep folding. each time
the circumference must
fall on point 'x'. Soon you
will see a lovely ellipse
with ‘C' AND 'x' as its foci.
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c x
c x

the
elongation

of the
ellipse

depends on
how far 'x'

is from the
centre 'c'.

closer means
a more

rounded and
farther
means a

more
elongated

ellipse.

c x


